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a snake skin, another that her husband's cap be tied to
her abdomen, while a third suggested that she be given
strong spirits in which had been dissolved a combination
of deer's antlers and cochineaL
Bleeding by leeches was the panacea for all bodily
ills. Into the home of a sick man the doctor would
bring the barber and the barber's assistant Shutters
would be closed and candles lighted. The barber would
roll up his sleeves and then with a razor make an in-
cision in the vein indicated by the doctor while the
assistant held a brass basin to catch the blood. The
doctor himself seemed to perform nc other function
except that of providing a certain atmosphere of dig-
nity, induced by his grave face, his large spectacles, and
his dark lilac-colored velvet cape lined with squirrel fur*
Corruption in High Places. In religion and politics
the superstition of the day was coupled with greed and
thirst for po\%er. The church was powerful in temporal
matters as well as in spiritual. The Borgias reigned in
church affairs, and the story of their family will serve
to indicate the condition of church and state at the
beginning of the sixteenth century, The founder of
the Borgia family was Alexander VI, described as "the
most memorable of the corrupt and secular popes of the
Renaissance.'* A Spaniard by birth, he traced his
lineage back through the Castilian Moors, and tradi-
tion says that his appearante testified to the negro strain
in his blood. By his unprincipled diplomacy he rose
high in the hierarchy of the church and waaced vastly